Civil Society Joint Press Statement (2017.04.05)

MPs urged to be present and vote against RUU355 if fasttracked

We, the undersigned civil society organisations warn that if PAS President Hadi Awang’s 355 Bill is fast-
tracked on Thursday and the motion to adopt it is passed, it will be adopted as a Government’s bill as DPM
Zahid Hamidi’s declaration on March 17.

To prevent this, all Members of Parliament who object to the bill must attend the Parliamentary meeting
throughout April 6 (Thursday) to defeat Hadi’s 355 Bill if it is fast-tracked again by UMNO Minister as
how it happened twice on May 26 and November 24 last year.

The public and the parliamentarians must remember that the 355 Bill is alive despite BN’s U-turn on
tabling it as a government bill. The BN may just fast-track the motion and allow its MPs to vote on it freely.
If enough of MPs who object to the bill have gone home early, it can be adopted as per Zahid’s declaration.
The BN’s reversal on last Wednesday will then be shrewdly reversed.

As this is an ordinary bill, passing the motion will require only a simple majority. In other words, if only 60
MPs stay in the House when the motion to table the bill is put to vote, it can be passed with 31:29.

Hence, any parliamentarian who is absent when the bill is put on vote should be seen as silently supporting
the bill, whatever their publicly-declared position is. If the motion is passed and the bill becomes a
Government’s bill, all those who are absent should be held responsible alongside those who vote for the
motion.

Therefore, even if the MPs have bought their air tickets to return home early, they must stay on until the
parliamentary sitting is over. It is their duty to make laws and they cannot find any excuse to abdicate their
constitutional duty.

If the bill is adopted as it is, Syariah Courts (Criminal Jurisdiction) Act [Act 355] will be amended to
expand punishments of Syariah courts to a maximum of 30 years in imprisonment, RM 100,000 in fine and
100 strokes in whipping is still alive. This means religious offences may carry harsher punishments than
robbery which is punishable up to 14 years in imprisonment and fine or whipping.

Three Hudud punishments already in the syariah criminal laws in Kelantan and Terengganu, 100 strokes
for fornication, 80 strokes for unsubstantiated accusation of adultery or sodomy, 40-80 strokes for drinking
will be immediately in force. With the only exception of the Malay Rulers, all Muslims including those
from East Malaysia will be subjected to such punishments.

As Malaysia was formed in 1963 as a secular federation, such an expansion of Syariah rule will call into
question the moral foundation of Malaysia and plant the seed of national disintegration. For Malaysia’s
sake, we call upon all Parliamentarians to be present and vote against Hadi’s bill if its motion is fast-
tracked.



